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[BITLD SIoTlluST?  Bevemeowin?  6eT&ILIG) BmIG &JMBLI6MLULIH6V6V.
QUEMRIGEMENUILD  euTUINISSemenuld  uSlmBGUTE I, BFH — HumwdHHlerig
CFwBUL (B SmeTauydhl 2 flenodemenu]ld GuenllILTHISTESGLD Fepd LOBBID
OIIF SLLMWLIML 2 _(HoUTHHH6HTeTen  Geuemi(BHLd. BT 6160E60M(HLD

FHSHOUBBI @emrs pFFus Ceusmihlomuiler QeHmeaBui CFuiHed Geuewi(BLD.
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“euTali(Lpdled eupTdHl CuUis!
LoGVl6U6ETILD &J&a!
weiaiel Cameai(pensB P& OCFuls!

Gompeleong o uljsen eumps!”

6103 LOMIGB6L GUMDSGHILT LITL eI 631 61601%H 2 _enJenul HlenmeyolFuidler@ment.

SIMDAU(HBGHD Hevrsl !

FgLLSSTem wCemil (pH0sLBCusL
SN FTENIT
HeL6VI6NIBS GUTHI(LPEDMBHEHEHHTE H6VHHTEOTFMF ©OlFUIsV6m0
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| take pleasure in presenting to you the Final Report of the
Consultative Task force on Reconciliation Mechanisms which | chair.

The Mandate entrusted to us by the Prime Minister on behalf of the
Govt you lead directed us to hold consultations country-wide to
ascertain the views of the affected on the structures they consider
required to bring about reconciliation and make our
recommendations in the light of the evidence gathered at
consultations. We have completed the task entrusted to us, & | wish
to place on record right at the outset our deep-felt thanks for the
unfailing assistance & facilitation we received from the Minister of
Foreign Affairs the Hon: Mangala Samaraweera in this regard.

While the report we present depicts the experience and opinions
of the participants at Consultations, the Executive Summary and
Recommendations are ours of the Task Force; we take full
responsibility for them. The full report in English will be available in
the next few hours on the web site of SCRM, while the Executive
Summary of the Report and our Recommendations thereon are in
your hands now, in Sinhala, Tamil and English languages. We regret
that the Final Report is not immediately ready in Sinhala and Tamil.
Secretary-General of SCRM who has undertaken the responsibility
of translation assures me they will be available shortly on the web
and in print.

We of the Task force & the members of the 15 Zonal Task Forces
who form an integral part of the process undertaken , are all
members of civil society having in common a proven track-record
of sustained engagement with the affected peoples on matters of
public concern. While we of the Task Force were nominated by the
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Prime Minister on the recommendation of his Advisory Committee,
the 92 members of the 15 Zonal Task Forces, eminent
representatives of civil society in the particular sphere of activity or
geographical area they come from, were chosen by us of the Task
Force. | take the opportunity provided by this historic occasion to
convey my profound appreciation of the significant & decisive role
they have played at local level to ensure the success of our
collective efforts.

This is then an entirely Civil Society Report that | present today.
Consultations were conducted in accordance with a process
decided on by us of Civil Society, inclusive of our Advisory Panel
present here today. The success of the consultations conducted, in
eliciting the diverse shades of experience suffered, the equally
diverse perceptions of the solution required, & their understanding
of the requisite adjustments in societal & inter-personal relations
to enable us to look to a future of sustained peace, based on justice
& equity is entirely due to the dedicated participation of civil
society in this effort. This experience is a factor that requires to be
given centrality of attention in the formulation of the many steps
that remain to be taken to bring to successful completion the
journey to lasting peace & reconciliation - a journey in which the
consultations engendering this Report constitute a first step only.

And yet, while | emphasize again that these were wholly civil Society
consultations, we found a unique element at work this time around
-namely, the perception of the Affected that the State in the person
of the govt of the Day was right behind in support of our
effort. Filled with distrust & even active hostility as merited by their
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experiences hitherto, they, nevertheless, came. And said: "If this
Govt doesn't right the wrongs we have suffered then no one will."

The perception of our consultations then, were as an opportunity
they had won for themselves through the exercise of their franchise,
to move on from an Era of Total Denial to one of together seeking
solutions to wrongs suffered; the right to have a voice in decision-
making, an incremental of democratic rights.

So they came in numbers; distrustful, full of reservation & hostility
- who can blame them -but hopeful, & mature in their observations.

Please read our Report. In framing it we have sought throughout to
be true to their word & their spirit. The old woman begging at road
side in Mannar who wrote to the Task Force on a torn piece of
paper with shaky hand; “If my son lost in the war was alive, | would
not be begging”; the young mother finding the means to feed her
children by the daily sale of food she prepares in her ramshackle
home while sheltering her husband off-his-head from the effects of
a brutal war; the child striving for normality in the context of school
despite 6 feet in a refugee camp being the only home she knows;
the rehabilitated ex-combatant gathering fellow sufferers in a
network of mutual support displaying qualities of leadership and
capacity for forward-planning so relevant to the forward national
movement for us all; the wife of the disappeared from Hambantota
relating the trials and down-right torture she has experienced in
the 25 long years of fruitless search for him, but still finding the
sympathy in her to say: “if it is like this for me, a Sinhala in the South,
how must it be in the North?” They are all there in this Report- As
also the severely injured ex-soldier who must perforce spend all his
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remaining years in care, who observes however; “We have all
suffered”; the Malaiha Tamil, the Adivaasi who engaged in vivid
depiction of the discrimination and marginalization suffered over
eons of time yet remain determined to make positive contribution
to the country; the Muslim, clear in his sense of national identity
despite anger at politically-fuelled attack in recent times; the senior
officers who stand firm that rape in custody must be punished, if
proved, irrespective of an over-all context of war; they are all in here
resonant in their call for Reparation, Accountability, Non-
recurrence, & facing up to Truth above all - i.e. the constituent
components of transitional justice.

Our "Home", Sri Lanka, is in grave disrepair: jut a coat of paint &
Broom & Duster will not put it to rights. But, the great family of our
peoples in all their richness of diversity are on the brink of divesting
themselves of the divisive frame-work of reference: "Them" & "Us",
which was the inevitable outcome attendant on a prolonged civil
war. Whether we decide to eat at the same hearth or separately, is
immaterial. With justice & equity in the distribution of resources &
opportunity, & structures designed to deliver Rights to all, we will
undoubtedly arise all the stronger.

Let me conclude with our age-old prayer:

Devo vassatu kaalena
Raja Bhavatu Dhammiko

Thank you
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“uUmeiT(Lpabled UM GLIUIS!
LDGVIGU6TILD SIS !
Loetiear CHETaImB Ofs OCFuIsH!

GompalleoTdl 2 _ullJHer eumps!”

Transliteration of the Tamil verses

“Vaan Muhil Valaathu Peiga
Mali Valam Surakka
Mannan Kon Murai Arasu Seiga

Kuraivilaathu Uyirgal Vaazgha”

English Translation

“Good enough rain for the world
Quality soil Resource for cultivation
King who rules as per justice and good guidelines

Problem free life for all lives”
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